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DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL AND STRATEGIC STUDIES, 
UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA

The discipline of International Relations was first introduced to the University 
of Malaya in the 1970’s under the Department of History. Due to an increase in 
demand for this discipline, in 1992, the International Studies Programme (ISP) 
was established under the auspices of the Dean’s Office, Faculty of Arts and Social 
Sciences, with the first batch of undergraduates enrolling in 1992 and graduating 
in 1996. Apart from the undergraduate programme, the department also began 
offering the M.A. and Ph.D. (by research) in 1992. In 1999, the ISP was upgraded 
and expanded to become the Department of International and Strategic Studies. In 
the same year, the department also introduced the Master in Strategic and Defence 
Studies programme. The department launched the inaugural issue of its annual 
publication, the MJIR, in 2013. 

CENTRE FOR ASEAN REGIONALISM UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA 
(CARUM)

The CARUM was formed in January 2015, the year that Malaysia took over the 
chairmanship of ASEAN, and at a time that ASEAN is increasingly emerging 
as a global leader in regionalism. ASEAN’s internal development – with three 
new communities created at the end of 2015 under Malaysia’s chairmanship 
– and ASEAN’s leadership of wider regional initiatives are matters attracting 
significant international academic interest. The CARUM aims to be a national 
resource for Malaysia, assisting this country’s leadership in policy formulation 
and implementation to meet the need for ASEAN effectiveness, including in 
wider regional leadership. A number of Southeast Asian teaching programmes 
are currently offered at the University of Malaya, and these parallel the multitude 
of ongoing projects on ASEAN security, economy and socio-culture by a host of 
University of Malaya researchers. CARUM functions much more than an additional 
university research centre: it acts as the central node in a web of University of 
Malaya institutions/programmes/centres/initiatives. Like ASEAN itself, the 
CARUM reaches out to a range of disciplinary concerns and geographical areas, 
that include Northeast Asia, Europe and Africa. The CARUM seeks to strategically 
build networks and partnerships and advance collaborations with researchers on 
the topic of ASEAN Regionalism within ASEAN and other regions.
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THE MALAYSIAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

The Malaysian Journal of International Relations (MJIR) is a peer-reviewed 
refereed journal published annually by the Department of International 
and Strategic Studies, University of Malaya. The MJIR welcomes original 
contributions related to international relations, foreign policy, diplomacy, 
political science, political economy, strategic and security studies, and 
related fields, to be considered for publication. In particular, the journal 
welcomes manuscripts with a focus on international relations in the Asia-
Pacific.

Objectives

The world of international politics in the 21st century is a dynamic one, 
with challenges as well as opportunities. Contemporary news highlights 
the threat of nuclear proliferation, of terrorism in various parts of the 
world, climate change, and of the continuing side effects of the financial 
meltdown. Equally there are opportunities to advance such causes as nuclear 
disarmament and crisis resolution. Hence, there is a need for scholars to 
address the challenges and arising issues in contemporary world affairs. 
Along these lines, the objectives of the MJIR are to promote scholarly 
research on international relations and strategic studies, to provide a channel 
for the publication of articles based on research, original thought, and 
commentaries on these topics, and to stimulate further debate and interest 
in the study of international relations.
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