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Abstract

With the new phenomenological developments on the Muslim-Western
relations, the selective interpretations given to the terrorist activities and
its connection to the horn of Africa, as the United States establishes
military base on the shorelines of this Muslim nation, the study of
Somali political state-of-affairs becomes paramount to the academic
community. As a Muslim nation ravaged by civil war, tribalism and
avaricious warlords, Somalia remains a lesson for other nations who
enjoy political stability and sustainable governance. This paper is a
study of the current political situation and the future undertakings of
Somalia. It presents and interprets the historico-social elements, such as
irredentism, that has caused the infrastructural decadence of the Somali
political system. While analyzing the aforementioned factors, the paper
Jocuses on the causes of political upheavals and societal dismantlement.
As the literature on this subject is extremely limited the paper
contributes to the informational development to overcome this scarcity.
Besides the paper highlights the role of the Muslim movements such as
al-Itihad and al-Islah in the societal and political improvements during
this arduous epoch.
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“Since Theodories time they (Ethiopians) have been trying to
gain possession of a seaport, and now they dream of Absorbing
the Somali tribes till they reach the coast, either of the Red Sea,
the Gulf of ‘Adan, or the Indian Ocean.”

16 Benyamin Newberger, “Irredentism and Politics in Africa” in Naomi Chazan (Ed.),
Irredentism and [International Politics, (London: Adamanatine Press Ltd, 1978),
Pp.97-108.
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“The Abyssinians (Ethiopians) say that the expedition which
annually advance further into Ogaden are undertaken for the

purpose of exacting tribute, then establishing the Abyssinian
claim to Suzerainty over Somali tribes.”"”

“l have come to restore the independence of my country,
including Eritrea and the Banadir (the Somali Capital,
Mogadishu and its surrounding areas), whose people will hence
to the dwell under the shade of the Ethiopian flag.”"®
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17 M. Reisman, “Somali Self-Determination in the Homn” in 1. M . Lewis, €dy.

Nationalism and self-determination in the Horn of Africa, (London: Ithaca Press,
1983), p. 153.

18 M. Wolde-Mariam, “The Background of Ethno-Somalian Dispute”, Journal of
Modern African Studies, 2.2 (1964), Pp.189-219.
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